NOTE: HENRY HASTINGS, THIRD EARL OF HUNTINGDON, K.G.
We have seen how when John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland married his son to Lady
Jane Grey, he matched his daughter Lady Catherine with Henry Lord Hastings, son and heir
to Francis 2nd Earl of Huntingdon, K.G. The Countess of Huntingdon was Catherine, eldest
daughter of Henry Pole, Lord Montacute, and granddaughter of Lady Margaret Plantagenet,
whose brother Edward, Earl of Warwick had been rightful heir to the Crown of England after
Richard III was killed at Bosworth. (See Tabular Pedigree opposite.)
That the usurper Henry VII beheaded young Warwick, and Henry VIII butchered War-
wick's sister, Lady Margaret (Countess of Salisbury), in her old age, might have disposed the
Earls of Huntingdon to abhor the Tudor dynasty. But there is no indication that they
cherished any thoughts of revenge.
In 1560, Henry Lord Hastings succeeded his father as 3rd Earl of Huntingdon, Baron of
Hastings, Hungerford, Botreaux, Moleyns and Moeles. Thence onwards to his death in 1595,
he was a devoted servant of Queen Elizabeth. But over and over again a rumour was
afloat, among Spaniards and English Catholics, that the discontented Protestant Peers meant to
dethrone Elizabedi and set up Huntingdon as King of England, Presumably it was his
Plantagenet descent which gave rise to this assumption. But despite his near relationship to
the late Cardinal Pole, he was, throughout Elizabeth's reign, a strong supporter of the Church
of England (" a great Heretic," said the Spanish Ambassador), Brother-in-law of the Earls of
Leicester and Warwick, he was in complete political accord with them and subsequently with
Robert Earl of Essex.
A generous patron of " souldiars and schollars," he is less remembered to-day for his
services to the Crown, and his charities to the poor, than for his harshness in compelling his
ward Lady Penelope Devereux to marry Robert Lord Rich against her will.1
 
lAnumber of his letters, as Lord President of York, remain unpublished, but have been read through
by the present writer and such as are of interest in the crisis of I588 will be given in Vol. VII of
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